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ment of his powers; but he was sharply reminded that his position had already
been defined; and when Beaufort returned in the following year the old feud
was continued with renewed bitterness. The two factions now made the French
war the excuse for their rivalries : Gloucester's party advocated a relentless
continuance of the struggle to maintain the conquests of Henry V.; Beaufort's
urged peace. Unfortunately Gloucester himself endangered the English posi-
tion in France when in 1423 he married Jacqueline of Hainault without the
permission of her feudal superior, Burgundy, who looked forward to the time
when her possessions would come into his hands through lack of heirs. Bedford,
however, by his wonderful tact managed to placate the irate Burgundy, but
his own position was considerably weakened by the rivalries in the council
at home, and the activities of the peace party lessened the enthusiasm for the
war. The failure to take Orleans in 1428-29, due chiefly to the inspired leader-
ship of Jeanne d'Arc, followed by the defeat of the doughty Talbot at Patay,
were disasters which were not redeemed by the capture of Jeanne d'Arc by the
Burgundians in 1430; for within a month of the fight at Patay the road to Rheims
was cleared of English troops, and along it passed the Dauphin to be crowned
Charles VII. in the ancient hallowing place of the kings of France.

Bedford's reply to the coronation was to take the boy Henry to France to
be crowned king of that kingdom (April 1430).   Henry's life had been strangely
ordered, and almost as soon as he could walk he had been made to take part in
official functions.   In February 1426, for example, he " opened " the parlia-
ment which assembled at Leicester, and in the same year his uncle Bedford
knighted him.   Two years later he was placed in the care of Warwick, who was
instructed by the council to " teach him to love, worship, and dread God, draw
him to virtue by ways and means convenable, laying before him examples of
God's grace to virtuous kings and the contrary fortune of kings of contrary dis-
position, teach him nurture, literature, language, and other manner of cunning; "
and the earl was also empowered, in Henry's name funnily enough, " to chastise
him when he doth amiss."   On 6th November 1429 the little boy of eight was
crowned in Westminster Abbey, and an observer noted how he sat, " beholding
the people all about sadly and wisely.''  Bedford's plans for the French coronation
went wrong.    The road to Rheims was too dangerously threatened by the
French forces of Charles VII. for Henry to be taken along it, and for weeks the
boy lingered in Rouen, and there saw Jeanne d'Arc fearlessly facing her English
and Burgundian judges.  Much to Bedford's disappointment the idea of a corona-
tion at Rheims had to be abandoned, and on i6th December 1430 Henry was
crowned King of France in the cathedral church of Notre Dame in Paris by his
great-uncle Cardinal Beaufort.   It was a sullen crowd which collected to watch
the ceremony: the Parisians resented the prominence of the English officials, -
and were later disgusted by the withholding of the customary gifts and pardons.